


Matthew Nelson
Photo by Vince Neale Photography



Jazz Concert 
The UCI Small Groups

Announced and Conducted by 
UCI Chancellor’s Professor of Music 

Kei Akagi

March 3, 2021
8:00 p.m. Pacific

Online
University of California, Irvine

Dr. Stephen Barker, Dean | Claire Trevor School of the Arts



There will be two sets with an intermission.

Matthew Nelson, sax

This Is For Chick composed by Matthew Nelson
Scrapple From The Apple composed by Charlie Parker

Nicholas Coto, drums

What Am I Here For composed by Duke Ellington

Joseph Nguyen, keyboards

Humpty Dumpty composed by Chick Corea

The Thursday Combo

Nathaniel Edu, sax;  Adam Kormondy, keyboards; 
Hime Ikehara, keyboards; AJ Ocampo, drums; 

 Nicholas Ezpeleta, drums
M’s Dilemma composed by Miyuki Moriya

Kaname composed by Shota Watanabe
Playground – The Dog and the Snake composed by Kei Akagi

Intermission

Nathaniel Edu, sax & Kei Akagi, keyboards

Nardis composed by Miles Davis

An evening of music by the students and faculty of the UCI 
jazz program, using videos and virtual live performance.

PROGRAM



PROGRAM Earl Osmena, drums

Billie’s Bounce composed by Charlie Parker

Lily Partridge, trombone

Tune Up composed by Miles Davis

Daniel Montoya, sax

Alone Together composed by Schwartz & Dientz

The Tuesday Combo

Isabella Pepke, cello; Adam Kormondy, sax; 
Kwanwoo Mun, keyboards; Skyler Bartlett, bass; 

Nicholas Ezpeleta, drums
Bohemia After Dark composed by Oscar Pettiford

Little Waltz composed by Ron Carter
Pocket Full of Cherry composed by Charlie Haden
Constant Struggle composed by Jaromir Honzak

Photo courtesy of Isabella Pepke



Production Manager
Shih-Wei Wu

Webinar Host & Technology Manager
Michael Dessen

Producer & Coordinator
Kei Akagi

The Jazz Faculty
Kei Akagi, piano

Michael Dessen, trombone
Jason Harnell, drums

Darek Oles, bass
Gerald Pinter, sax

Dr. Bobby Rodriguez, trumpet; UCI Jazz Orchestra conductor

As always, we express our appreciation to the students for their 
immense efforts and patience in navigating an unknown world 
brought on by the pandemic. Throughout this ordeal they have kept 
intact their creativity, optimism, joy, and sense of musical adventure. 
They have been fantastic for the faculty to work with. We wish to 
thank composer and trombonist Dr. Michael Dessen, a world-leading 
expert in the area of remote performance. His years of research are 
now allowing us to play together over the internet, an unthinkable 
feat at the beginning of 2020. He has been a constant and indefatigable 
presence in the jazz combos, fortifying us with gear and software, 
hordes of bugs sent to their demise, and new heights of remote glory 
scaled through constant updates and omnipresent tech support.

PRODUCTION TEAM

SPECIAL THANKS
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MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Lillian Chang and Dunex Inc. 
Scholarship

Eric Chen
Aaron Jordan
Moses Carter
Grace Lindsay

Diana Meza
Libby Morrell
Adam Sloma
Miles Vinson

Luis Zambrano
Nicholas Wu

Kris and Linda Elftmann 
Scholarship

Hesam Abedini 

Cloud Hsueh Scholarship
Matthew Nelson

Margie McDade Scholarship
Caleb Salguero

Alice Lowell Memorial
Scholarship
Aidan Brych

Erika Cabrera
Daniel Cadena
Ashley Chen

Amanda Cheung

Robert & Marjorie Rawlins 
Scholarship

Johnathan Richard Galicia
Evangeline Gao

Leon Kitano
Miles Vinson

Luis Zambrano

Sylvia Reines Scholarship 
Ethan Chan

Sarah Gilliland

Harry & Marjorie Ann Slim 
Memorial Scholarship

Skyler Bartlett
Michael Corter
Tyler Dollinger
Gabriel Mallari

Uuman Vidal Murillo-Gutierrez
Omar Ali Naji

Andrew Ocampo
Nathan William Vassar

Winifred W. Smith Music 
Scholarship

Leena Cha-turanyankoon 
Grace Lindsay

Bette and Steven Warner 
Scholarship
Brittany Dick

Yishan Shi
Tom Tam

Medici Circle Scholarship
Paul David Flood

Omar Hamido
Miles Vinson

Department of Music Scholarship
Cassandra Leisher

Dean’s Scholarship
Tomoko Ozawa
Hesam Abedini

Tyler Dukes
Omar Hamido

Evangeline Gao
Daniel Cadena

Gabriel Cazares
Cassandra Leisher

Kelly Tsai
Sarah Soza

Matthew Nelson

Scholarship awardees listed are from Spring of 2020 to Winter 2021.



MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Terran Troy Artis 
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Isabella Pepke 



The UCI Jazz students at work! 



The UCI Jazz students at work! 



https://www.arts.uci.edu/event/gassmann-music-series-2021-miolina-unisonus


UCI Music is dedicated to the performance and creation of music 
within the context of the highest standards of historical, aesthetic, and 
theoretical inquiry. The faculty includes composers, musicologists and 
music theorists, conductors, and performers and are highly active in their 
fields as publishing scholars, concert and recording artists, and well-
known composers.  
 
Your support will provide scholarships, performance workshops, 
concerts, and faculty research. Please consider making a gift of any 
amount to UCI Music today!

University of 
California, Irvine
Shine brighter.

Support UCI Music Today!

You may also send a contribution by mail. 
 
Please make checks payable to the  
"UCI Foundation" and indicate  
“UCI Music Fund 2627” on the memo line.

Mail to:  
UC Irvine Gift Administration
University Advancement
100 Theory, Suite 250
Irvine, CA 92617

Make a Gift

https://secure.give.uci.edu/003472/
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The Claire Trevor School of the Arts would like to recognize those  
donors who gave $1,000 or more during the 2019-20 fiscal year. 

This list represents generous gifts, pledges, and pledge payments made between July 1, 2019 and June 
30, 2020. Multi-year pledges are recognized for their full amount in the fiscal year they are made and 
subsequent payments are recognized for their cash value. Please accept our apologies for any errors or 
omissions in this list. For questions, please call (949) 824-0629.

$100,000+
Anonymous donors
Andy Warhol Foundation for Visual Arts
+ * Joan and Donald Beall

$99,999 - $50,000
+ * Cheryll and Richard Ruszat

Investors $25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous donors
+ Magdalena and Amer Boukai
Sara Boukai
Ghada and Ziad Boukai
Dunex, Inc.

 William J. Gillespie
Cloud Hsueh and Fang Hsu
 Leo Freedman Foundation
+ * Thomas H. Nielsen
+ * Sheila and James Peterson

Patrons $10,000 - $24,000
Lorna and Robert Cohen
Phyllis Gilmore
 PariSima Hassani and
+ * Shazad Ghanbari  
+ Mary Gilly and John Graham

Mike Kelley Foundation for the Arts
Pacific Life Foundation
+ Robert Kelly Peirson
Precision Wallcovering & Painting
Richard B. Siegel Foundation

Benefactors $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous donors
Kiley and Kyriacos Athanasiou
Diane and Dennis Baker
Coast Engineering Design, Inc.
The Boeing Company
Anthony C.Y. Chen
 Gilbert and Jacki Cisneros
Valerie Glass
+ * Tinnie and Shivbir Grewal
Karen Hillenburg
+ * Susan Hori

+ Rana and Mohannad Malas
Doreen D. Marshall
Morgan, Lewis, and Blockius LLP
Orange County Community Foundation
Jennifer and Anton Segerstrom
+ * Janice and Ted Smith
Jinia Tracey
Jean and Timothy Weiss
+ * Erika and Ivan Williams
Marilyn and Charles Wright

Fellows $2,500 - $4,999
AG Design Engineers
+ Linda and Michael Arias
Mae Ding and David Mashaw
+ Ruth Ann and John Evans
 French American Cultural Exchange
FACE) Foundation)  
+ Kathryn and Philip Friedel
Galerie Buchholz
Deborah and Edward Heyman
 Jewish Community Foundation
of Orange County  

+ Kay Becknell Jones
+ Diana Martin and Mark Tomaino
+ Susan and Goran Matijasevic
+ Ellen and Howard Mirowitz
Orange County Chinese Cultural Club
Pezeshki Engineering
+ Randa and Robert Phair
+ Marilyn and Tom Sutton
+ Mary Karyl and John Thorne
+ * Mary Watson-Bruce

Thank You!



W I T H  G R A T I T U D E

Advocates $1,000 - $2,499
+ Dan Aldrich, III and Elaine Aldrich
+ Brien Amspoker and Ellen Breitman
Cynthia Bassham
Martin Blank
Donald Bradley
+ Lauren and Greg Brooks
Barbara and Salvatore Capizzi
Camryn Capizzi
Mindy and Gary Chanan
+ Denean and David Chase
David Cheng
Ruth Ding
Anne and Albert Encinias
Patricia and Michael Fitzgerald
+ Karol and Michael Gottfredson
Dolores Grunigen
Maia and Paul Gusciora
+ Gillian Hayes
Michelle and Erin Highberg
IBM International Foundation
+ Karen and Andrew Isble
Patricia and Kenneth Janda
Bobi Keenan
Laguna Art Museum
Lori Laitman
Carol and Marshall Lee
Mary Gholson and Jeff Lefkoff
Vincenta and Hoyle Leigh
Gail and James Lopes
Julia Lupton and Kenneth Reinhard
 & The Marion W. Minton
Walter J. Minton Foundation, Inc. 
+ Maya and Gary Matkin
Rachel and Anthony Maus
Roberta and Gary Menegon
Donald Miller

Kristen Monson and Brad Horner
+ Stacey Nicholas
Orange County Museum of Art
Pacific Art Foundation
+ Rayann and Anthony Palazzolo
Parrasch Heijnen Gallery
+ Kelly Perine
Jacquelyn Pirkle
Virginia and Steven Pollack
 Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert
Foundation  
Marilyn and Stuart Goldberg
+ Linda Rogers
+ Sylvia Rosenzweig
Marcia and Robert Ruth
+ Tracy Schroeder
Nina Scolnik and Louis Jack
+ Celeste Signorino
+ Diane and Igal Silber
+ Maureen and Mitchell Spann
+ * Alison and Richard Stein
Zulema Storf
+ Sarah and Martino Strozza
 Joan Ravenna Sussman and
+ Mitchell Sussman  
Linda and Alfred Tay
Darryl Taylor
+ Elizabeth and Thomas Tierney
+ Joel Veenstra and Family
 Sophia and Hemantha
+ Wickramasinghe  
 Laura Woodman and
Garrett Sanderson, III  
Gayle Widyolar
Marilyn and Max Wolfsberg
Shirley Zanton and Michael Whalen

Legacy Donors

* Dean’s Arts Board Members
+ Claire Trevor Society Members

We are grateful for the trust and foresight of those who have ensured Claire Trevor School of the Art’s 
brilliant future by including us in their estate plans. 
Anonymous donors
Diane and Dennis Baker
Edna Beach
William Daughaday
William J. Gillespie
Gunther Holland
Alberta Humble
Bobi Keenan
Victor Klein
Walter Koehler
Beth Koehler
Lucille Kuehn

Alice S. Lowell
Virginia and Norman Nixon
Ronald C. Offen
Sylvia and Frederick Reines
Ryna H. Rothberg
Nancy Ruyter
Helene Santley
H. Colin Slim
Winifred Smith
Claire Trevor
 Bette Warner
Hal B. Yolen



UPCOMING EVENTS
Winter 2021  Towards a Raw Materialism   Art
Jan. 9 - March 20 The Black Index     Art / UAG
Mar. 10  Gassmann Electronic Music Series   Music
  Miolina: Unisonus 
March 15-June 25 Graduate Student Performances in the xMPL  Art
April 15-17 UCI Dance: Dance Escape    Dance
April 29  Gassmann Electronic Music Series:
  Alain Bonardi: Electroacoustic Music from Paris 8 Music
April 29 - May 1 UCI Dance: Physical Graffiti   Dance
May 1-8  Critical & Curatorial MFA Thesis Exhibition  Art
May 21   Gassmann Electronic Music Series: 
  ICIT Student Concert    Music
May 26  UCI Jazz Small Groups     Music
June 3  The Art of Performance @ UCI 6th Edition  Art
June 3  12th Annual DigiFilm Festival   Art
Coming 2021 UCI Drama: A Devised Piece   Drama
Coming 2021 UCI Drama: Human Error    Drama

All events will be presented online 
View the full schedule of events at www.arts.uci.edu

https://www.arts.uci.edu/

